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92 Pha cxl xn. Ver. 12, 4g 


Praiſe the Lord, C Jeruſalem : ah : 
t God, O Sion, For be bath 25 
thentd the Bars of thy Gates: He 


bath bleſſed thy Children within thee. 
HESE Words of the Plalmiſt are 
ſuppoſed by Interpreters to refer to the 


T Time of Nebemiab; when the Chil- 
dren of Jſrael were returned from their long 
Captivity into their own Land: When the 
Temple of the Lord was rebuilt, and che Walls of 
| Jeruſalem repair d; And wen the People, the 
Prieſts and the Levites, and all they that had ſepa- 


rated themſelves from the Filthineſ of the Heathen 


unto the Law of (God, they, their Wives, their Sons 
and their Daughters, 1 Caſe, and 


an Oath, and made a Covenant, to obſerve: and do all 
the C ommandments of the Lord their, God, and his 
Indgments, and his Statutes. 

Great and Wonderful were che Bleſſings 
0s gave Occaſion to the Author of this 
Pſalm to call upon all his Brethren: to join 
with him in FG and magnifying the Lord : 

A 2 


But 


41 
But that which ſeems moſt to have raiſed his 
Devotion, was the Reformation of Religion, 
which was begun among them, the ſolemn 
Ingagement by which they had obliged them- 
ſelves to ſerve the Lord; not only the Men and 
the Women, but their Sons and their Daughters, 
and all that could bear the Law, which was read 
to them, with Underſtanding. 


This it was that gave Strength and Security 


both to Feruſalem and Sion, both to the Nation 


and Church of the Jews. And all their outward 
Peace and Proſperity, their preſent and their 
future Happinels, did in a great meaſure depend 
on God's thus Bleſſing their Children within them; 
when they were all inſtructed in the Law of 
God; and had not only bound themſelves to 
obſerve it, but had taken the moſt effectual Care 
they could, to ingage their Poſterity alſo to 


tread in their Steps; that the Generation to come 


ſhould know the Commandments of God, and keep them, 
even the Children which ſhould be born 5 who ſhould 
ariſe and declare them to their Children. 
And chus, in like manner, we of this King- | 
dom, who have lately received many great and 

ſignal Mercies from the Hands of God, are 
more eſpecially obliged to praiſe him for in- 
ſpiring .us with ſuch Zeal, and Concern for 


his Service, as now appears in the Methods 


that are taken to educate Poor Children; and 
5 4 5 for 


6 


| for the wonderful Succeſs which he hath _ 
to this glorious Work. 
Our Jeruſalem is Rebuilt, and the Building is 
more Stately and Magnificent than before ; and 
tho the Sound of War is heard from far, yet 
doth ſhe not ſmart under the worſt Effects of 
it at home: Peace is within her Walls, and Proſpe- 
rity within her Palaces: But that which ſtreng- 
thens the Bars of her Gates; that whereby ſne 
is exalted, and made a defenced City, is this Bleſ=- 
ſing of Cod upon her Children within her. 8 
Our Churches alſo are Rebuilt, and the 
Great Temple is almoſt finiſh'd; and no proper 
Ornaments are wanting to beautif ;fie the Eeuſe of 
the Lord: But that Thich makes the Glory of 
theſe latter Churches greater than the Glory of the 
former is, that they are filled, at theſe charita- 
ble Solemnities, with thoſe chat worſhip God in 
the Beauty of Holineſs. 
God * bleſs d us wie frequent Victories 
over our Enemies abroad; we are made ſtronger 
at Home by the Union of Two Nations long 
divided in their Intereſts; and we have a near 
Proſpect of enjoying all the Temporal Proſpe- 
rity that Peace can give us. But unleſs we: 
return unto the Lord our God, and make a ſure Co- 
venant with him, to obſerve and do all his Command- 
ments, his Statutes and bis Judgments, we may be 
never the better for all theſe glorious things 


which 
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(6) 
which God hath done for us. Victory and 
Succeſs may ſerve only to nouriſh our Pride; 
Peace and Plenty may adminiſter Occaſions to 
Sloth and Luxury; when we are ſafe from Fo- 
reign Enemies, we may be diſpoſed to diſ- 
charge our Fury upon one another ; and when 
Trouble and Affliction are removed far from 
us, we may give way more eaſily to all man- 
ner of Vice and Filthinels : This, I ſay, may 
probably be our Caſe, except Religion come 
in to ſanctifie all thele outward Bleſſings to us, 
and to direct us to a proper Uſe of them. 

It is Righteouſneſs alone that can ſupport and 
exalt a Nation. The only ſure Way of rendring 

a People truly happy, is to make them truly 

Religious. And the moſt likely Method that 
can be taken to raiſe a new Spirit of Piety 
where it was decaying, is by an early and care- 
ful Inſtruction of our Children in the Fear of 
God, and in the Ways of Virtue and Holi- 
nels. ; 710-26 s INOS 

Great Reaſon therefore have we to praiſe God, 
that He hath put it into the Hearts of ſome of 
his faithful Servants, to ſer on foot ſuch a cha- 
ritable Deſign as this before us, of Educating the 
Children of the Poor: The very Beginning of 
which gives us a juſt Title ro the Favour of 
God, and which, in the Progreſs of it, is like 
to produce more happy Conſequences both to 


Our 


(41 


our Jeruſalem and our Sion, than all the Tempo- 
ral Bleſſings we enjoy, or expect. 
Now, in order to raiſe in you a due Thank- 
fulneſs to Almighty God; to do Juſtice to thoſe 
who have had the chief Hand in forming and 
promoting this good Deſign ; and to ftir up 
other Perſons to contribute their Endeavours 
for the Carrying on, and advancing the Work, 
which hath been ſo proſperouſly begun; it 
will be very proper, at this time, to take as full 
a View as we can of the Charity, by conſidering, 
Firft, The Nature. And, | 
Secondly, The Influence and Extent of it. 
1. As to the Nature of this Charity: It is 
purely Religious; the whole Aim of it being to 
give thoſe Perſons, to whom it is extended, a 
juſt Account of the Being and Providence of God, 
and of the End and Duty of Man; and to ſtreng- 
then and confirm them in the Belief, and Love, 
and Practice of what they are taught. And 
the Methods that are here taken, are the moſt 
proper and effectual for that Purpoſe. 
That the Soul ſhould be without Knowledge, we 
are ſure, is not good. And what Knowledge 
can be ſo uſeful to us as that of Virtue and 
Happineſs 2 What better Beginning can there be 
of Wiſdom than the Fear of the Lord? And when 
can this Wiſdom find a more eaſie Entrance 
into the Soul than in the Days of our Youth? - 


(8) 


This is certainly the beſt Seaſon for all man- 
-ner of Learning and Inſtruction, and the moſt 
proper Seed- time of Religion. Whatever 
grows up firſt in our Minds will, with due 
Care and Culture, be likely to take the deep- 
\eſt Root, and produce the largeſt Encreale. 
But Religion muſt have the Advantage of be- 
ing planted firſt, or elſe the Soil may be in- 
diſpoſed ro receive it; The. Ground may prove 
ſtony or full of Thorns, and the Seed that then 
Falls upon it may wither away or be choaked, with- 
out bringing forth Fruit. 

There are in all of us ſome natural Incli- 
nations to Good as well as to Evil; and if theſe 
are improved, and confirmed into Habits be- 
fore the other have Dominion over us, they will 
become the commanding Principles of our 
Minds, and keep under the Power of Sin in our 
mortal Ballies. 

In the preſent State of our Coirtptith, the 
Fleſh and-the Spirit are always warring one againſt 


the other: But the Conteſt betwen them is 


never ſo unequally managed as in the Years of 
Infancy and Vouth, when the Impreſſions of 
Senſe are ſtrongeſt, and the Powers of the Mind 
| leaſt able to reſiſt them. This is then the moſt 
proper time to inlighten and fortifie the Un- 
derſtanding, and to curb and reftrain all our 
ſenſual Appetites and Deſires: which being well 

bro- 


(1 


broken and tamed at the firſt, will afterwards 


ſubmit themſelves, without much Struggle, to 
the Guidance of Reaſon. 


This is the moſt helpleſs State of our Souls 
as well as of our Bodies. And now therefore ic 


is, that we have moſt need of the Care and 


Aſſiſtance of others to ſhew us the way of Liſe; 


to nouriſh us up in the Words of found Doctrine 
and Wiſdom; to bend and faſhion our Minds 


to Virtue ; and to keep them ftreight and ftea- 


dy, till we come to the full Stature of our Un- 
derftandings, and are able to guide and con- 
duct our fel bes” 

How many Perſons, well diſpoſed by Na- 
ture, have been ingaged in vicious Coutfes be- 
fore they had learn d to diſtinguiſſi between 
Good and Evil, between Inclination and Reaſon? 
How many poor ignorant Souls have went a- 
long with the Multitude in the broad Way to 
Deſtruction, only becauſe they were deſtitute of 
2 e by whole charitable Direction they 


iglit eafily have been put into the narrow but 


le s trodert Way that leads to Life Eternal? 

How many other Inſtances do we meet 
at of ſuch as lament the Misfortune of a 
vicious Education, when it is too late to 
retrieve it? ſuch as are ſenſible of their Bon- 
oa e tO Site 53875 Satan, when _ haye nei- 
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( 10 ) 
their Strength nor Reſolution enough to ſer 
themſelves free ? „ 8 

And how wretched is the Condition of thoſe, 
who being reſolved to break through all the 
Difficulties into which a miſguided and ill · ſpent 
Vouth hath plung'd them, are forced to im- 
ploy the latter part of their Lives in unlearn- 
ing and undoing whatever they have learnt 
and done in the former? who are at more 
Pains to correct one vicious Habit, than was 
requiſite at firſt to confirm them in all man- 
ner of Virtue? and who have no other Way left 
of being ſaved, but by Fire; by all the Hard- 
chip and Pain that the continual Remorſe of 
their Conſciences and the Importunity of their 
Appetites can give them: 


igel bed vols 21 
What a happy State then muſt they be in 
who, when they come to take upon them the 
Government ko themſelves, have the Pleaſure 
to find their Underſtandings repleniſhed with 
proper Knowledge, their Paſſions tractable, and 
obedient to Reaſon, and the whole State of 
their Souls regular and orderly 2 What an Eaſe 
and Comfort muſt it be to them to perceive, 
that all things have been ſo well managed and 
conducted for them, during their Minority, 
that they have nothing more to do but to go on 
in the Path which lies plain before them, without 
either turning to the right Hand or to the left. 

; "Y | This 


(11) 
This is the moſt natural and moſt likely 
Effect of a Religious Education: And this is the 

chief Aim and Deſign of this charitable Inſtitu- 
tion, to infuſe the true Principles of Religion 
and Virtue into the Minds of thoſe Children, 
who, for want of ſuch a particular Care, would, 
in all probability, have been bred up in groſs 
Ignorance, and abandoned to all the vicious 
—— A e gk 
But Knowledge alone, tho never ſo well 
and carefully inſtilled, is not ſufficient to pre- 
ſerve us in our Youth, from all the Tempta- 
tions that then beſet us; for whatever Dili- 
gence be uſed in ſowing the good Seed, the Ene- 
my, who is always at hand, will be equally bui- 
ſie in ſcattering the Tares among it: as well 
knowing of what Importance it is to him to 
have his Share in the firſt Fruits of the Increaſe. 
The beft Way then to render our No- 
ledge. fruitful in good Works is, to guard and 
fence it in from thoſe three main Springs of 
Corruption and Vice, Want, Ialeneſs, and Ill- 
Examples. And that is particularly provided for 
in the Way of Education we are now conſider- 
Were poor Children never. ſo well inſtru- 
fed in the ſaving Truths of the Goſpel, yet the 
meanneſs of their Condition will neceſſitate them 
to be careful about ſo many other things, that 


2. 


=t. (12) = 
| they will have bur little Leiſure and lefs Incli- 
Sj. nation to mind the one thing needful ; tho they 
E underſtand their Duty to God and their Neigh- 
bour, yet when they have not Food convenient 
for them; when their Appetites are craving, and 
the Demands of Nature peremptory, they will 
be. tempted to ſteal, and take the Name of Godin 
pain: When Poverty comes upon them like an armed 
Man, it muſt be no ordinary Degree of Virtue 
that can enable them to hold faſt their In- 
tegrity, and not part with their Innocence for a 
VVV 
Here therefore, not only the Ignorant are in- 
ſtructed, but the Poor are alfo relieved : And 
not only relieved for the preſent, ſo that they 
are at Liberty to attend to the Words of Inſtructi- 
an without Carefulneſs and Diſtraction; bur put 
alſo into a Condition of ſupporting themſelves 
afterwards, by being taught and exerciſed in 
all ſorts of honeft Labour. By which Means 
they are preſerved from the greateſt Danger in- 
cident to humane Nature, that of lenefs.. 
What was inflicted upon. Man for the Pu- 
niſhment of his firſt Tranſgreſſion; ¶ that in the 
Sweat of his Face he ſhould eat Bread] is now 
become the moſt likely Means of preſerving us. 
from. all other Sin. For our Souls are as active 
and inquiſitive as ever, and muſt be always 
imployed one Way or other; and therefor 
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if; we do not conſtantly find ſome proper Bu- 
ſineſs for them, the Thoughts and Intaginations of 
e Bert will be only Exil continually. 
IJ went by the Field of the Slothful (faith the 
Wiſeman) and lo it was all grown over with 
Thorns, and Nettles had covered the Face thereof, 
and the Stone-Wall thereof was broken down. And 
juſt ſuch ſhall we find the Condition of his 
Soul, over-run with Vice and Error, and ly-- 
ing open and expoſed on all Sides to Tem- 
ptation.” - But Induſtry fixes the Mind, and: 
keeps it clear and free from all looſe Thoughts: 
ani wandring Deſires; and guards us every 
—_ againſt the Attacks of our ſpiritual Enemy. 
1s by Labour, that we are furniſhed: with 
all ke Neceſfaries and Advantages of. this: 
Life: And I donbt not but, if we conſider the 
Matter right, it will be found, that our being 
ingaged in ſome Buſineſs and Imployment 
conduces as much ro our Eternal as to our 
Temporal Welfare. For this I take to be the 
true Reaſon why it is ſo hard for à rich Man to 
enter into the Kingdom of God; becauſe, being ex- 
empted fr 1 all the Toit Utid Care:ob Life, 
he is apt to enter too far into the Pleaſures of 
it, and to ſay to his Soul, Soul; take thine Baſe; and 
enjoy the good things before thee; whereas our: 
rope here. 18 Eiben and? Exerciſe, not In- 


- 5, 


( 14 4) 
The Buſineſsof our Salvation is a great Work; 
Aich cannot be effected without Diligence, and 
Zeal, and earneſt Contention; but He who is 
unacquainted with Labour, He that hath not 
been accuſtomed to any other Travel under the 
San, will ſcarce. take the Pains that is required 
towards working out his Salvation, and making his 
Calling and Election ſure; |, 15 | 
— a to Idlenels, — hath, 15 pernicious 
an Influence upon us as I- Examples. Sin, as 
well as Knowledge, is moſt of it owing to The 
dition z for as no | Body would know. much. of 
himſelf were there not others before him more 
learned: to inſtruct him; ſo neither would any 
Man, that had only che, Bent of his own Na- 
ture to guide him, God, out much Evil, had he. 
not the Examples of ſome that were more wick 
ed than himſelf to pervert his Goings, and to 
lead him into the Paths of Sin: But ſo curious 
are we to know, and ſo quick to apprehend, 
and ſo ready to follow that which is Evil, that 
a few Inſtructors in Wickedneſs are ent 
to corrupt all thoſe who are not well eſtabliſh- 
ed in contrary Notions and Methods of Fra- 
Rice, * 
. * is hs Benefit of. ſuch an E- 
Len ene as this; where Children are not only 
bred up for ſeveral Years under the Eye and 
Direction of diſcreet Perſons, who are always 


_ 


( 3s). 


 - ſhewing them what is good, and are never ſeen to 
| depart from their own Leſſons; but where, by 


learning the ſame Rules, and practiſing the ſame 


Duties all together, their Minds are more ea- 


ſily bent the ſame Way 3 and they are by 4 


mutual Emulation, excited, not only to imi- 


tate, but to excel one another. And when e- 
very one of them hath ſo much innocent Com- 
pany to converſe with in their Schools, the 
looſe Examples they meet with, out of them, 
will not be fo apt either to pleaſe or infect 


Bauch is the Nature and Conſtitution of this 
Charity: Let us now conſider the Influence 


and Excent of it. 


— 


it... When we ſurvey the Numbers of Children 


#4 


thus Educated; when we. ſee the Charity con- 


tinually growing and ſpreading it ſelf, not only 


by a conſtant Succeſſion of freſh Supplies to 


the Fountains already opened, but by the Riſe 


of new Springs; what a noble Froſpect does 


this afford of the Increaſe of Virtue and Religion 
among us, to have ſo many Perſons daily added 
to the Church of God, by being put into the 
right Way of Salvation? What a Pleaſure would 


it be to thoſe Holy Perſons, who are now 
very Jealous for the Lord God of Hoſts, at a Time 


when it ſeems to them, that all Men are gone 


wp 


aſtray and. have forlaten the Covenant of God, and 
* „„ 
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; 155 they only are left to ſupport his true Wor- 


ſhip: What Pleaſure; I fay, would it be to 
Ahn as theſe '' to behold at once, more 
than ſeven thouſand that have not bowed hei Knees 
unto Baal; that have not polluted. themſelves 
with the Wicked Principles and vicious _ | 
ſtoms of the preſent Age? $07 1H ore $7 2] 

But this is the narroweſt View we can take 


of the Deſign. For theſe Schools are not like 
the Popiſh Monaſteries, and other Places of 
religious Retirement; thoſe ſtanding Pools of 
Charit „ which, if they do not ſtink and grow 


corrupt, mow being pent 
Bounds, carry no Refreſhment or Fruirfalneſs 


. within: Harrow 


to other Parts. Theſe are pure and wkole- 


ſom Streams, which are always running, ard 


_ diſperſing themſelves” into different Chaunels, 


and by that Means, communicating” their Vit- 


rues to all the dry and barren” Parts of the 
Land. hy F297 4 2240 > 11 


0 J 11 


The Children that cliche educged: will at- 
wards be diſtributed into many Families; 


will be entred into feveral publick Societies, and 

by Reaſon of their various Imployments, and 

che different Succeſs that may attend their La- 

bours, they will come, in time, to mix in moſt 

of che Buſineſs and Converſation of che World; 
and conſequemly, they will have man) y Oppot- 

: tunities of giving POP Proofs of het yireh- | 


ous 


anc religious Diſpoſition | towards . God : By. 
heb 75 5 as it may gab: (iS be FN 
14n) | choſe, Yho, fee their | od, Wark 5 will 
55 Up e 
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: be Rid 8 to me their x good 12 9 0 9 


Many Fs will be apr 10 nfo cog hens | 


thele Perlons had all their Know ge and Vir- 


tue; and When they have tr: ced them to their 


1 true Source, they da in all e. be 


on as hath pr oduced 0 many | faithful Ne 
honeſt a oe uſeful Sub) ects of the State, and 
fincere' Members of God's Church. 1333 
Tor will the Influence of, this Charity, ſtop 
hete. Theſe poor Children will, many. 
them, hereafter be placed at the Head: of di- 
ſtinck Families: Ah then the juſt 'Senſe they 
have of the Adyantages of their own Education, 
will engage them to: ebe "Up p their Children 
and Seryants, and all fi ch to whom their Ad- 
vice and Direction extends, in the ſame pious 


and uſeful Manner. They will endeavour to 


fix in them betimes thoſe Principles of Religi- 
on, which, from ſure Experience, they , know 

will beſt fir them for eyery Conditi Fi of Life ite 
here, and give them the moſt comfortabl e Ex- 
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pectations of a 1 State 'T hey wilt Nike : 


wiſe, according to the Skill they hive attained, 


be contriying Ways to, employ even thoſe . 


who do not belong to them in ſome pro 
per Buſineſs; 48 beit ig W ell aſſured that, next 
ro Religion, nothing can be more beneficial to 
the Bodies and Souls b Men, to privae Fa- 
milies, and re Communities, than te to ge- 


neral. and early 60 8 0 of Perſo $ to La- 


Bour. And i God ſhall be.” plealed. to bleſs 
any of them with Riches, (as Picty and Indu- 


ſtry TA 18 the beſt Title to a Compe- 


tency, an 


en prove. the belt Mea s.of 
tainir ng Abe Abundance) what Fe aud may * 


World juſtly expect to reap from thoſe, who 
are throu guy convinced, that t they « cannot bet- 


A 


41443 


ter 3 Their Croat . to God and their 
| ory 


or do a See Service. co Reli- 
= and their. Country, th than by concriburing 
ounrifully to this Charity? ge 
Thus doch their Light "ſhine, before Mu; 5 and 
2 none of it. is "hid under a Buſhel, while they 
live ; fo neither is ir all extinguiſhed ju when they 
die: But their Piety and good Works {hall 
farviye them, nor only in 5.5 N of Men, 
bat in. a,ri righteous. Teſter, who ſha all approve 
Fe in Hol foll low th cir, Exa 5 les, 4 
n be e to, $i: Childrens 


But 


(9) 

Ber to take the Ditmenſions obe this! Charity 
Archer Way: Avi the Number f Chi laren 
which partake of it is very great, fo is Iike⸗ 
| wiſe thoſe” of the Contvibutors "who ſapply ang 
feed it. And Ho can ik be ſuppoled: chart 

 thoks, Re: 19” far approve the Deſſgi, as to 
give largely towards the Inſtruction of &ther 
Peoples Children, ſhould be les folficitorrs 
for the Education f ckelt wn? OE 206 L 

„They will be often enquirin how *theit 
Fel meanr BY hey Hath dene And 
what Fruits it hath produced! 2 £11 will be 
pleaſed to feet Plants of. chleir: Gn derting and 
watering, thrive and flouriſh : This will affeck 
cheir Minds (continually: with': deep? Senſel of 
the great Advantages which artend 4. Religious 
Education; and will exeſte thertt te takt Care 
that their Gun Chliildret Are re not werſe inſtru⸗ 

ad; and weile diſpoſed than the" Childrere of 

the Poor." | WIL VII IE 215017 | MAE; FALL 61138 

And W ea be more proper and effectu- 

41 Adyocates for this Charity; who are mote 
ke to uſe their utmoft idea vor to raiſe up 
new? Benefüctors, than thoſe, who, dy contri- 

buting  cheinſthves;; Have had the belt 'Oppor- 
dne, of obſerving how wifely' the | whole 

Deſign is coniqucted, and what chigher Street 

hath already attended 2 PI 


1 
eee ee r rr — — engage 


| 
| 


& 9 - | Net- 


— — 2 — 
33 3 — IPO En OO nn \ —— 1-14 — e 1 1 — —— - 
% 2 
o 


R . gn 


—— — 
. —— — 


( 20 
„Nenher is it improper here to mention the 
Number of theſe who are, not only creditably - 
maintained, but uſefully, imployed in the ſe- 
veral Parts of Inſtruction neceſſary for, theſe Chil- 
dren ; a conſtant Succeſſion of Perſons well-in- 
dined and well qualified to educate Vouth, 
being a Bleſſing of invaluable, Conſequence 
both to Church and State, 2 f 
Thus does it appear ho-] 3 the. 1 
of this Charity. is like to reach, if we take a View 
only who are immediately concerned 
in it. "Ls; us in the next place conſider, in what 
Mann thoſe ho. ok on wen probably be 
afeediwithiie e ns ops onions 
Now the oublick D e, bete Gta. 
dren, with all the other Methods made Uſe of 
by thoſe who are ehigfty,iprrulied with,the Gare 
of propagating, Chriſtian, Knowled F this Ways 
mult needs exdite the Curioſity. of all ſorts. of 
Perſons ; ; and there are very few, I ; ik ſo 
loſt to all Senſe of Goodneſs, as not to be plea- 
80 with. ſuch, an unaffected Appearance of 
Religion as This; Several may be. . rom | 
ence. to entertain more Jexious Thoughts of 
| God and Religion than they had b before; and 
whoever is Reach to e or. ils to com- 
municate, will hardly, be able to paſs. b * a, re 
der an Occaſion of going Good. bail led. 
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l was the Saying. of a FANS. Heathen, : 


That If Virtue. could, be rendred viſible, it 


© would attract the Eyes and charm. the Minds 


* of all Beholders. The neareſt Images we 
now have of it, are ſome Examples of Perſons 


eminent for virtuous and worthy Actions; but 


theſe being few and rare, and the belt of them 


tarniſhed with a Mixture of Vice and Paſſion, 


cannot ſtrike the Mind fo forcibly, as ſuch an uni- 
ted Combination of Children, all in their native 

Innocence and Simplicity, advancing on together 
in the Ways of Piety and Virtue, and like a re- 


gular well diſciplined Army, performing all the 
Duties of the ſpiritual Warfare, with exact Or- 


- LOS FW 5 = © {oo 42-33 4 ee 
der and Obedience. And a more ſenſible, more 
beautiful Repreſentation of our moſt Holy Re- 


* 


ligion, there cannot well be, excepting onl the 


Armies which are in Heaven, that follow the Lamb 
upon white Horſes, clothed in fine Linen, white and 


— 


clean. 
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For wherein can we employ out ſelves more 
to che Advantage of out poor Brethren, than 
by Inſttucting them in ſuch Things as belong to 
their Peace and Sabvation'; by propiding Fbod and 
Raiment convenient for chem - and by fitting them 
for honeſt Callings and Eimployintencs, where | 
chey may work with their Hands the Thing which 
10 9 jr 1 fo they may be able to Appen 
ARRIVE and their Paris, and may have to 
give to him that needeth * And when can we fhew 
chis Kindneſs ro them more properly, than at 
a Time, when they are leaſt able to take this 
Cite of themfetbes; when they are beſt dif. 
pofed to receibe Beniefit from the Aſſiſtance of 
othets; and when all our Endeavours of this 
kind are like to be attended with the greateſt 
Sliccefs > To which I may add, that nothing 
Luan contribute more to rendet every Branch and 
Patt of this Charity effectual, chan the carrying 
them all on together at the lame time with 
_ Care 'atid Application. 
And that the whole Work 10 is duly: and 
Sede mand 4 fob We have ſufficient Neaſon 
to be bade rom hence: "1. mat” whatever" is 
given | owards it is freely beſtowed 
r) teart ſtirred bim 1 e and every 
at 


1 one 1 5 
whom his Spirit Tp willing there are 


no other Managers bur er are like wiſe Con- 
tributors; and that the Benefactors are always 
living 


1 
living t to take Care of their own Charity, and 
to ſee it juſtly and uſefully laid out. 

What may we not then expect from a Cha- 

rity of this Nature, which in ſo ſhort a Time, 
and in an Age which ſeemed ſo indiſpoſed to 

good Works, hath gained ſo much Ground? 

And who will undertake to fer Bounds to the 

Progrels of W from theſe bleſſed Begin- 
nings : 

ek are (as it appears to me) many pro- 
miſing Signs and Tokens of a new Face of 

Things coming on in the World; and Chriſtia- 
nity — 77 to be reviving again by the ſame 

Steps an Methods by which it was firſt Pub- 

ned. For the King 8 of Chriſt does now, 

as it did chen, chiefly conſiſt */ Children, and 
out of the Mouths of Babes and 'Sucktings | bath. 

Cod again ordained Strength. it was chen one 
of the chief Marks of Chriſt's being the true Meſ- 

fias, That the Poor had the Goſpel preached unto 
them : And there are thoſe, we ſee, who even 
now think it the Beſt Way o f approving them- 

ſelves true Diſciples. of Chriſt, 5 Inſtructing the 

Children of the Poor, and removing as well the 
Spiritual as the Corporal Wants under which 
they labour. Criſt canie, not only to give Know- 

lege of Salvation to his own People, But L ght alſo 

to all them that ſit in D. et and f. the Shar 
dow * Death. And we hope God will in like 


manner. 


„e 


<a 


(3%) 


* 


manner bleſs the Endeavours that are now uſed 


to propagate, the; Chriſtian Religion in Foreign 
Parts as well as here at home; to enlighten 


the Heathen, and carry them the. glad Tydings 
of che Goſpel, as well as to Inſtruct and Reform 
ſuch as are called by, the Name of Chriſt. 1 And 
ſome Hopes we may conceive, that 4 general. 
Reformation is really going forward, and will, in 
God's good Time, have its due Effect, that 
the. Devil ſeems to be let looſe again, and to be 


come down among us in great Vr ath, as before in 


our Sariours Time; ho\, God be thanked, he 
neyer had weaker Inſtruments to carry on his 


d < F 


who diſappointed chat Deyice in che former 
i ges of che Goſpel, when it was moſt likely to 


ſucceed, having now alſo been, pleaſed to proſ- 
per the contrary Counſels which are taken for 


adyancing the Kingdom of his Son; we haye 


good Reaſon to hope and believe, that the 


Church which ſhall be built upon theſe new 


Foundations, ſhall be ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, chat 


3 "Bw 


= 


2 


a Gate of Hel To never bh able to prevail 4. a= 
goinſt 1 

And now having laid before you this true, 
tho ſhort Account, of the Nature and Extent 
of the Charity, there will be no occalion for o- 
ther Arguments to excite and encourage Per- 
ſons to join together! in promomng Aa Work 
ſo reaſonabl le in 1· f lf, fo o univerſally approved 
by Men, and lo rightly bleſſed by God. with 
Succeſs. _ wy 
There 0 very 1 I beleive, to be "OY 
ſo intent ge le preſent Enjoyments of Life, 
ds not to have ſome 80 for Poſterity; and 
very few there are either Age or lo pro- 
Ade ee, as not to to have their 
ildren well Improved, boch in Knowledge 
ke 7 And "therefore, fince'the' only Per- 
455. that can be ſuppoſed eicher to diſhke or 
"obſtruct ie De Delig ign, are, ſuch as have no — 
cern at al for Poterity, and no KOI for. R. 
Lien; It is to be hoped, that t the meralicy of 
all; ſorts. .of People, even thoſe that are impa- 


tient of Inſtruction and, Reformation themſel ves, 


* 


Will, according to their ſeveral Opportunities 
and Abilities, chearfully and generouſly con- 


tribute, What 2 them lies, td make the next 


enen wiſer, and Fs virtuous than this. 
Il char; I I ſhall add further upon chir Sub- 


| i is, he this ſeems to be in divers. Reſpects 


— 
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the moſt favourable Seaſon. we can have for 
carrying on ſuch a Work. For when can it be 
more likely to thrive, than in the Reign of a 

Queex, who is ſo bright an Example of Piety 
and Goodneſs Her ſelf , ſo avowed a Promoter 


ſ F 


of all Deſigns of this Nature; and who hath ſo 
Bountifully contributed to the Maintenance of 
the poor Labourers in God's Vineyard, in order to 
encourage them in the Work of the Lord? And when, 
after a long War, God ſhall be pleaſed to give 
us the Bleſſings: of Peace; How can we offer 
a more proper Peace-Offering for a Thanksgiving 
unto the Lord, than by preſenting unto Him our 
Children a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable to the 
- Lord 2 Which way can we make a better /- 
tonement to Od for the Sins which the Liberties 
of War may have brought in, than by uſing 
our utmoſt Endeavours to reſtore the Reve- 
rence and Obedience due to the Holy Laws of the 
Prince of Peace, Chriſt Teſus ? And when can 
we have more Leiſure, or more Ability to-build 
up our ſelves and our Families to an Holy Tem- 
ple in the Lord, than when God hath given us 
Neſt on every fide, fo that there is neither Adver- 
fary nor evil Occurrent ® _ - 
May God be pleaſed to ſtrengthen the Hands, 
and encreaſe the Zeal of ſuch as labour in any 
of thoſe good Works, which tend to the Ad- 
. „ vancement. 


1 


vancement of his Glory. And may he er ever- 


more defend and protect his Church, ſo that 


the Boar out of the Wood may not waſt it, nor the wild 
Beaſt of the Field devour it. Behold, 0 Lord, and 
viſit this Vine, which thy Right-Hand hath planted; 
prepare room for it, and cauſe it to take deep Root, 
that it may fill the Land; that the Hills may be 
covered with the Shadow of i it, and the Boughs there- 
_ of may be like the good Cedars ; that ſhe may ſend 
out ber Boughs unto the Sea, and ber Branches unto © 
the Riyer. Let thy Hand more eſpecially ſupport 
the Branch which thou haſt made ſtrong for thy felt: 
And let theſe tender Plants grow up before Thee. 
Then ſhall we declare the Name of the Lord. in 
So, and his 1 in Feruſalem. "hg 
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